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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 TOKYO 04218 160409Z 
ACTION OES-07 

INFO OCT-01 EA-12 ISO-OO SOE-02 ACDA-12 CIAE-00 INR-10 
10-14 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 EB-08 NRC-07 DODE-OO 
SS-15 SP-02 CEQ-01 /099 W 

001580 161056Z/11 

R 170406Z MAR 78 
FM AMEMBASSY TOKYO 
TO DOE GERMANTOWN MD 
DOE WASHDC 

INFO SECSTATE WASHDC 6175 

UNCLAS TOKYO 04218 

DOE FOR WILLIT, W. MC DONALD, IA 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: TECH, JA 

SUBJECT: PORTSMOUTH CENTRIFUGE PLANT 
A. NIHON KEIZAI MARCH 15 EVENING EDITION FRONT-PAGED 
ARTICLE AS EXTRACTED BELOW. EMBASSY QUERIED BY STA WHO 
INDICATED THAT NO SUCH MESSAGE HAD BEEN RECEIVED BY THEM: 

1 . DOE HAS INFORMED JAPANESE GOVERNMENT AND NUCLEAR 
INDUSTRY OF PLANS TO START CONSTRUCTION OF LARGE-SCALE 
CENTRIFUGE ENRICHMENT PLANT. 

2. PLANT TO BE LOCATED AT PORTSMOUTH. CAPACITY 8800 TONS 
SWU PER YEAR, COMPRISED OF EIGHT 1 100-TON SWU-PER-YEAR UNITS. 

3. CONSTRUCTION TO START 1979 AND EXPECTED TO BE COMPLETED 
1988. 

4. EACH CENTRIFUGE WILL BE TEN TIMES AS LARGE AS URENCO 
CENTRIFUGES. 

5. ENRICHMENT COST $85 TO $95 PER KILOGRAM SWU. 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 TOKYO 04218 160409Z 


6. TEST PLANT AND DEMONSTRATION PLANT FOR CENTRIFUGES UNDER 
CONSTRUCTION AT OAK RIDGE. DEMONSTRATION PLANT, 23 TONS 
SWU PER YEAR, WILL START OPERATION IN LATTER HALF OF 1981. 
CENTRIFUGE SUPPLIERS WILL BE SELECTED FROM AMONG GOODYEAR 
AEROSPACE, EXXON NUCLEAR, BOEING ENGINEERING & CONSTRUCTION, 
AND GARRET. 
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7. DOE IS REVIEWING ENRICHMENT CONTRACTS CONCLUDED WITH 
JAPAN AND EUROPEAN COUNTRIES. EXPECTED TO START CONTRACT 
RENEWAL NEGOTIATIONS IN APRIL OR LATER. 

8. US PRESUMABLY AIMS TO HOLD LEADERSHIP IN 

B. EMBASSY REQUESTS CONFIRMATION OF ACCURACY OF INFO AND 
WHETHER MESSAGE WAS IN FACT PASSED TO GOJ. MANSFIELD 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 
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Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
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Disposition Date: 01 jan 1960 
Disposition Event: 
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Expiration: 
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ISecure: 1 
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